
Kelli Herwehe 

From: Cody Brammer [cody@fleetweeksandiego.org]

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2008 12:09 PM

To: kelli@scpublicrelations.com

Subject: Coronado Speed Festival 2008

Page 1 of 2

5/28/2008

  

Answers to the trivia 
from the March 

newsletter: 
 

1. Chrysler 
2.  1940 
3. 627hp. The McLaren 
F1 was once the fastest 
car in the world. 
4. 1953  
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Our Drivers Of The Month 
 
John Straub 
 
John Straub is one of the many drivers who participates in the 
Coronado Speed Festival that takes place on the Naval Air Station, 
North Island every year. Straub currently resides in La Mesa, CA 
where he also owns a dental lab. Along with being part of the 
Coronado Speed Festival, Straub is also a member of the Porsche of 
America-San Diego region and the Historic Motor Sports Association 
(HMSA). Vintage racing has been an interest of Straub’s for quite 
some time. “I just like the older cars, it’s what I grew up with as a 
teenager,” said Straub. He believes that the modern car races of 
today take a lot more money and are more about factory racing, 
whereas the vintage racing is kept on a more individual level, which 
he prefers. Straub owns two Porsches: a 1970 9146GT, which is the 
one that he races in the Speed Festival (this car was originally a 
dealer built car to run hill climbs) and a 1965 911, which he displays 
at car shows.  
  
Straub has been racing for about 25 years and has won numerous 
awards throughout his racing career. Along with racing in the 
Coronado Speed Festival, Straub is also the chairman for the 
hospitality tent that displays 150-200 Porsches in the car corral. For 
Straub, the most enjoyable aspect of the Speed Festival is the fact 
that it takes place on a tarmac. “It reminds me of the early race car 
tracks and it’s a safe track compared to others,” he states. He loves 
going to the Speed Festival and mingling with the people. “It’s a very 
relaxed atmosphere.” 
  
When Straub is not on the race track or at the office, he enjoys being 
at home and working on his cars. He also enjoys keeping his ’65 911 
in mint condition because he puts it on display at car shows across 
the country.  
 
 
Craig Wright  
 
Craig Wright has been involved with the Coronado Speed Festival 
since it's conception. It was his first vintage race and he’s been 
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 hooked ever since. Wright was interested in vintage cars since his 
childhood. He has been restoring sports cars, American sedans and 
Jaguars since high school. Restoring these old cars keeps Wright 
very busy in his off-time, “The driving is really only one weekend out 
of the month, but working on them and restoring them to original 
condition is pretty much a full-time hobby,” he states. Wright has 
quite the collection of vintage cars as well. He owns a 1966 GT 350, 
which he restored himself and races in the Speed Festival; a Ford GT 
that he takes to the track but does not race; a replica 1965 Cobra 427 
and a Panoz, which is a pure race car, not a vintage car.  
  
Wright was on the committee for the Coronado Speed Festival when 
he initially got interested. He then purchased his first Shelby in the 
late 1990s and participated in his first vintage race in 2001. Wright 
has been racing for about seven years now. He has won many racing 
awards including the Solar Turbines Top Award at the 2006 
Coronado Speed Festival. What Wright enjoys most about the Speed 
Festival is the social aspect. “It’s definitely about the vintage racing, 
but 50% of it is the social aspect,” he said. He enjoys seeing all of the 
cars on display, not just his own. “All of them are very special and 
historic automobiles and they are enjoyable to be around,” said 
Wright.  
  
Along with participating in Coronado Speed Festival, Wright is also a 
member of the San Diego Shelby Club and the Historic Motor Sports 
Association (HMSA). Wright is a retired engineer who currently 
resides in Encinitas, CA. When he is not busy racing or working on 
his cars, he also enjoys traveling.  
 

Fun Car Trivia  
 
1. What is the top speed for the 2005 RUF Porsche Rt-12?  
2. How many Ford GT-90s have been built?  
3. What make of U.S. automobile has the longest history?  
4. Which car had the slogan, "sets the style"?  
5. In reference to the Dodge Challenger, what is special about the 
production years 1978-1983? 
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